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Statistics of the three Towns of Plymouth, Stonehouse, arid Devonport. 
By Henry Woolcombe, Esq. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 29/A July, 1841.] 

I am desirous of offering some acknowledgment to the Biitish Associa- 
tion for the distinguished honour they have conferred on our towns by 
making them the place for assembling their members in the present 
year ; a selection which, I dare believe, they will not regret, when they 
have made themselves acquainted with the nature and extent of the 
establishments of our government, connected with the naval department 
at this port, as this visit will enable them to do. They cannot fail to 
perceive that in our arsenal all that science could have suggested has not 
been adopted, and is not in use ; that the introduction of machinery has 
very recently taken place, and to a very limited extent only; that' the 
facility of transmitting ponderous bodies by railways is not practised, 
and that various other facilities, now commonly used in private manufac- 
tories, are not to be found in this national establishment. 

The Association will behold all that nature has done for our neighbour- 
hood, and will perceive how much art may improve those benefits, if the 
inhabitants possessed the power and the inclination to avail themselves of 
the modern inventions of scientific men, by which other parts of the 
kingdom have made such rapid strides in the march of improvement. 

They will no doubt visit with intense interest the great work which 
has been constructed to render our port accessible at all times, and by 
which a safe anchorage has been provided amidst the most violent 
storms j but they will learn with regret that so great a work has been 
undertaken, without an opportunity having been afforded to men of 
science generally, to give their opinion on the probable effects of such a 
structure within the harbour. They will perceive that the preservation 
of such a harbour is of national importance ; and the greatest talents will 
be well applied in watching the progress of any injury to it, and in 
suggesting any remedies. 

If, then, our country may be generally benefited by this one of its 
naval establishments becoming better known to men of great scientific 
attainments, and our inhabitants be inspired with a like spirit of 
improvement to that which distinguishes our northern countrymen ; the 
Association, in fulfilling their desire, to diffuse knowledge, and to render 
that knowledge subservient to practical improvements, will not regret 
having assembled at this naval arsenal in the west of England. 

I shall endeavour in the following pages to trace the rise and progress 
of this port, and to shew how, in connexion with the history of our 
country, it has grown to its present size and importance ; I shall also 
investigate and exhibit, in a statistical point of view, some of the wants 
of its numerous population ; and it cannot be uninteresting to the Asso- 
ciation to have it shewn how much the present prosperity of the town is 
indebted to the talents and abilities of scientific men. 

It will appear in the first place, that even the most ancient of our three 
towns, Plymouth, cannot boast of any great antiquity; that the far greater 
part of Plymouth and Stonehouse, and the whole of Devonport, is of very 
recent origin ; that the increase of the population, and the extension of 
building cannot be ascribed to the influx of commercial wealth or of 
any considerable manufactures, as has been the case with many of the 
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great towns in other parts of the United Kingdom j but unquestionably 
their present size and importance is to be attributed entirely to the 
excellence of the harbours comprised within the port of Plymouth ; to 
the numerous Government establishments which have hence arisen on the 
shores of those harbours, and to the vast sums annually expended by the 
Government of the country in the founding and supporting those insti- 
tutions. 

There is no trace of any Roman settlement in any part of the port, 
though some Roman, as well as ancient British, coins have been recently 
dug up and discovered at Mount Batten, in the harbour of Catwater ; 
nor does it appear that any town or village existed in any part of it 
during the Anglo-Saxon sera. At the time of the compilation of Domes- 
day, the place is described by its then name of Sutton as a mere hamlet, 
containing a few inclosures, inhabited by a small number of free inha- 
bitants, and some borderers and serfs holding in demesne of the king. 

In the reign of Henry I. we find the Manor of Sutton existing here, 
the Crown having granted it to the Valletort family, of Norman origin, 
who had extensive possessions granted them in this county ; and this 
manor was ever after distinguished by the name of this family, to distin- 
guish it from one of the same name belonging to the prior and canons of 
the Monastery of Plympton, which thence acquired the name of Sutton- 
Prior. Under the auspices of this fraternity the town seems to have 
arisen ; by them the first church was erected, the grant of the market 
procured, the institutions of a civil government commenced, by the 
appointment of a portreeve, bailiffs and constables, and a court-leet 
held, where offences were tried and punishments inflicted ; and thus a 
frame of society was constituted fitted to supply the immediate wants of 
the inhabitants. 

As a place of naval resort the port is first mentioned towards the latter 
end of the reign of Edward I., when a fleet of 325 vessels assembled 
here under the command of Edmund Earl of Lancaster, the king's 
brother. This is the first instance on record of any fleet collecting at 
this port, and from this and other circumstances it may be inferred that 
a town of 'some size existed here at that time, especially as it appears 
that in the 26th year of the same reign it was called .upon to send its 
deputies to the parliament then convened at Westminster, which it con- 
tinued to do in that and the succeeding reigns, though with occasional 
long intermissions. All these returns were made in the name of the 
borough of Sutton, but the name of Plymouth is found to have been 
used in the reign of Edward I., in a writ from the king, and in that of 
Edward III. the name of Plymouth is in frequent use. 

In the latter reign the town seems to have rapidly increased, since it 
was of sufficient importance to draw down on it the fury of its enemies, 
the French having burned a great part of it in 1339. This calamity, 
however, seems to have inflicted no permanent injury on the town, as 
nine years afterwards, the port of Plymouth (probably including Saltash, 
Milbrook,&c.,) provided 26 ships and 603 mariners for the king's fleet, 
with which, in 1346, His Majesty blockaded Calais; and a few years 
afterwards, in 1354, the Black Prince embarked here with a large fleet 
for France, and re-landed here in 1355, with John the King of France, 
his prisoner, after the battle of Poictiers. All these events lead to the 
conclusion, that both ships of war and transports, with their provisions, 
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and the muniments of war, could be procured here ; and they further 
imply that the town was capable of affording accommodation to men of 
rank and their attendants. 

Indeed, by this time, many ecclesiastial communities of the Augustine, 
Dominican, and Cistercian Orders had built houses here, and no doubt 
in these, as well as at the rich mona'stery of Plympton, then easily acces- 
sible by water, lodging and entertainment was procured. That much 
progress in population had now been made is further confirmed by the 
fact, that in the year 1311, the last year of the reign of Edward III., 
when the population of the towns of England was imperfectly ascer- 
tained in consequence of Acts of the Parliament imposing a poll-tax, and 
when, therefore, no inducement was held forth to exaggerate the number, 
the relums, still extant, of Plymouth state that it contained 1,000 inha- 
bitants, there being at that time, according to this return, only three 
towns in England which possessed a larger population, viz., London, 
York, and Bristol. And yet, notwithstanding this statement, in less 
than 40 years afterwards, a great change apparently had taken place, 
owing either to another foreign invasion, which occurred in the reign of 
Henry IV., having much dilapidated it, or to one of those visitations of 
sickness, which were then frequent, having depopulated it ; for in the 
reign of Henry V., 1414, it did not send representatives to Parliament, 
when Exeter, Plympton, Tomes, Tavistock, Barnstaple, and Dartmouth 
possessed that privilege. 

In the reign of Henry VI., 1439, it was incorporated by an Act of 
Parliament and a charter from the king, and continued, with some occa- 
sional alterations, a corporate body, under the same constitution, for 400 
years, until the recent reformation of boroughs ; and from that period 
until the present day it has regularly sent two members to the House of 
Commons. 

In the reign of Henry VII., the first notice occurs of any attention 
being paid to the subject of education, and then it was confined to the 
higher classes; but, in the year 1501, it is recorded that Thomas Brooke 
was appointed by the corporation a master to teach grammar and writing 
to the children who were natives and inhabitants of the town, and a 
salary of 10/. a-year given to him, with a lodging over the chapel, which 
was itself converted into a school-house. 

In the next reign vast changes must have taken place in consequence 
of the suppression of so many monasteries and ecclesiastical communi- 
ties in the town and its vicinity, especially as their liege lord, the Prior 
of Plympton, was removed from his office and jurisdiction ; although his 
removal was probably acceptable both to the corporation and inhabitants, 
as many long and bitter disputes and contentions had arisen between 
them. At this period there were many wealthy merchants residing 
here ; amongst them William Hawkins (the father of the celebrated Sir 
John and Sir Richard Hawkins), and many others. 

In the reign of Elizabeth the port became of higher renown, being 
not only found convenient as a rendezvous for the large fleets collected 
to oppose the intended Spanish invasion, but as the port from which 
many voyages of discovery were fitted out under Drake, Oxenham, 
Parker, and Cox. Here also, too, probably commenced that inhuman 
traffic, still the disgrace of Christendom, of transporting the ill-fated 
inhabitants of the Coast of Africa to the West Indies, and consigning 
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them to slavery; for, in 1577, vessels were fitted out at this port 
for the Coast of Guinea, whence they proceeded to the British settle- 
ments in the West Indies, then recently captured from the Spa- 
niards. 

At this time also the representatives of Plymouth in Parliament were 
men eminent for their public services, such as Sir John Hawkins, Sir 
Francis Drake, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, Sir Walter Raleigh, Mr. Thomas 
Cavendish, Sir Richard Hawkins, Sir Richard Grenville, and others, who, 
if not its representatives, were members of its corporation, inhabiting 
the town, and therefore tending to effect in the manners and condition of 
the citizens a degree of improvement which did not previously exist. At 
the time of the expected arrival on the coast of the Spanish Armada, 
Lord Howard, the admiral of the fleet, and many noblemen and gentle- 
men of rank were assembled here. 

In this, and the succeeding reign, a great stimulus to adventure was 
given by the constant equipment of fleets for founding settlements in the 
then recently discovered continent of America, whereby the talents and 
industry of the inhabitants must have been greatly excited. Raleigh was 
engaged in transporting inhabitants to Virginia. Many of our country 
gentlemen, the Drakes, Raleighs, Gilberts, and others, were founding 
settlements in New England, and had already named a place there New 
Plymouth, this and other settlements being effected by a chartered com- 
pany, called " the Plymouth Company." 

From all these circumstances the port became well known, and the 
town increased in size and importance. Nothing tended more to promote 
this than a measure devised and executed by Sir F. Drake, though at 
the expense of the corporation, namely, of supplying the inhabitants and 
shipping with water, derived from the river Mew, in the vicinage of 
Dartmoor, and conducted by a channel in a circuit of 25 miles to the 
town, which has ever since provided the inhabitants with a copious 
supply of that essential element. 

In 1630 the first institution was raised here to meet the exigencies of 
the poorer classes of society, which was therefore denominated the Poor's 
Portion. The object of this establishment was to provide work for the 
industrious who were out of employ; to compel the idle and vicious 
to labour; to provide an asylum for the aged, and a refuge for the 
temporarily sick. These efforts of the benevolent, though frequently 
disappointing the designs of their founders, yet mark the growing 
attention of the higher classes to the wants of the lower. A few years 
previously, in 1625, a most admirable charity had also been erected for 
the reception of orphans of persons resident in the town, who were 
received into a house, clothed, educated, and finally bound apprentices 
to some profitable trade. Some commendable care seems also to have 
been paid to the spiritual wants of the inhabitants as well as to their 
worldly interests; for in 1640, the town was first divided into two 
parishes, and measures were taken for the erection of another church, 
the present Charles's Church : but the political events which took place 
at this time put an end for a while to the progress of all these benevolent 
measures. 

The unhappy contests which commenced in the reign of Charles I. 
between the king and the parliament did not fail to agitate Plymouth, 
which, like most of the other corporate towns in the kingdom, took the 
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popular side with the parliament, and successfully resisted the king's 
army in its various attacks on the town. The gentry of the country, 
here as elsewhere, generally supported the king and his prerogative. In 
such a ruinous contest, pregnant with evil to all, it was impossible that 
either wealth or population could increase, trade or commerce prosper, or 
any improvements be effected in the condition of society. One of the 
unhappy results of this miserable warfare was the conversion of St. 
Nicholas's Island into a state prison : for after the restoration of 
Charles II. many of the regicides were confined here, and amongst them 
the celebrated Colonel Lilborne and Major-general Lambert, the latter 
of whom terminated his days there after a miserable confinement of 
fifteen years. 

During the reign of Charles II. this place attracted more attention 
from the government, but with no enlightened view as regards its 
appropriation as a naval arsenal or a commercial port, but rather as a 
dep6t of arms where His Majesty might have a fortified position for a 
concentration of troops and a deposit of arms and military machines ; 
and also to act as a salutary check on his good town of Plymouth, if, 
as in his father's reign, republican principles should again predominate 
amongst its inhabitants. With these views the citadel of Plymouth 
was constructed, and its progress occasioned two royal visits from 
Charles and his brother the Duke of York. 

We now arrive at a period when the capabilities and natural advan- 
tages of the port began to be developed. Early in the reign of Wil- 
liam HI. the navy estimates for the year 1690, laid before Parliament, 
contained a charge for building a dock at Plymouth ; and in the fol- 
lowing year it appears from local chronicles that the dock in Hamoaze 
was begun. From this year, therefore, may be dated the origin of this 
great naval arsenal, in which have been built and equipped so many of 
those mighty fabrics that have contributed so materially to the splendour 
and glory of our history, the safety and preservation of our country. 

It may appear somewhat unaccountable, that a harbour so peculiarly 
fitted for a naval arsenal had so long remained unnoticed by the govern- 
ment of the country, especially when it is known that its natural advan- 
tages had been forcibly pointed out in a pamphlet published by the acute 
and intelligent Sir Walter Raleigh nearly a century before ; and the 
importance of its local position had not been overlooked by the keen 
penetration and foresight of that statesman, who judiciously displayed 
all its capabilities, and shewed the expediency of having an arsenal on 
the western shores of the kingdom, as it was very possible, as he states, 
for our enemies, having a superior fleet in the Channel, to blockade the 
mouth of the Thames, and completely impound all our fleet then sta- 
tioned at the principal arsenals in the Thames, which were London, 
Deptford, Woolwich and Chatham ; and this suggestion was afterwards 
too fatally realized in the reign of Charles II., when the Dutch fleet 
insulted our shores and disgraced our arms, whilst they remained 
triumphant at Chatham. 

In 1696 a most memorable work was commenced, as far as regards 
the safety and prosperity of our port, — memorable also as displaying a 
remarkable instance in which science has enabled man to overcome the 
difficulties and dangers, which the natural formation of the earth has 
placed in his path. A ridge of rocks, at the very entrance of the port, 
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had rendered it very unsafe for the approach of vessels in the night, or 
during the prevalence of fogs or tempestuous weather, and many and 
frequent were the shipwrecks that took place on the Eddystone Rocks. 
It had been therefore a desideratum for many years to erect a beacon on 
those rocks, not only to warn the mariner of his approach to danger, but 
also to guide him, amidst darkness and the war of the elements, into 

safety in the hour of his peril. Winstanley, an eminent man, a 

gentleman of Essex, first attempted this important work, and in four 
years he constructed an edifice which answered every purpose whilst it 
endured, but its continuance was very limited. In 1103 the building 
was assailed by that tremendous storm, which has been ever since 
emphatically styled " the Great Storm," and in it, either by the electric 
fluid, or the resistless sea, or by both, the architect and his magnificent 
work were swept away. Four years of danger and difficulty elapsed 
before an attempt was made to reconstruct a lighthouse on these rocks ; 
but in 110T a Mr. Rudyerd, of London, proposed to undertake the task, 
which he succeeded in accomplishing, but having employed a vast deal 
of timber in its erection, the roof of the building, where the light was 
exhibited, accidentally caught fire in the night, and the whole fabric was 
consumed, after having stood for 48 years. 

But now arose a man of superior genius, capable of gaining by the 
experience which his predecessors had afforded him. The great Smeaton 
understood how to encounter the winds of heaven and the waves of the 
ocean, and by evading, and not opposing their resistless force, he con- 
structed a building which the waves in vain assail, for they meet with no 
resistance ; they attack it again and again, but pass away without leaving 
a trace of their power ; the winds cannot move it, for it is not designed 
to resist them, they pass unheeded by; and now, by the aid of Franklin, 
the electric fluid passes by conductors innoxiously to the earth. Thus, 
by the aid of science, man is enabled to look forth from this structure 
amidst the war of the elements that might appal the stoutest heart, yet 
feels himself secure, whilst guiding seamen far from danger, into the 
harbours of security. Such are the triumphs of science ! Such are the 
benefits man derives from its cultivation ! Smeaton, however, remains 
unrewarded by his government or his countrymen — undistinguished by 
any monument erected by them ; but he has himself raised one to his 
memory surpassing in probable durability all that wealth or titles could 
have bestowed. 

From the period of the foundation of the dock-yard in this harbour, 
Devonport, by its then name of Plymouth Dock, must date its rise, 
whilst the borough of Plymouth, the towns of Stonehouse and Stoke 
must ascribe to its establishment their prodigious increase in buildings, 
population, and wealth. Numerous topographical works furnish ample 
information on these heads, to which I would refer the curious reader 
for further details; but 1 may mention that the establishment of a dock- 
yard has necessarily drawn around it, in the lapse of a century and a 
half, various great appendages, such as. a victualling -office, a gun wharf, 
a naval hospital, a powder magazine, a station for the Plymouth division 
of Royal Marines, and barracks for the troops, which, as a garrison 
town, are stationed here for its protection. The expenditure of so much 
money in raising these edifices, as well as the annual expenditure in 
pay, wages, and prize-money, has thus mainly contributed to produce 
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the present state of the towns ; but in 1812 the attention of the Govern- 
ment being thus drawn to the port, and its defects becoming more 
apparent, as well as the power of remedying them, a mighty work was 
commenced, to which I have already referred — the Plymouth Break- 
water. Of its success in effecting a safe roadstead in the sound of Ply- 
mouth there can be no question, but doubts are entertained whether its 
position and inclination is such as to insure the continuance of the same 
depth of water within the structure as previously existed there. 

The design is that of Mr. Rennie, a civil engineer of undoubted emi- 
nent talents, and the execution was entrusted to Mr. Whidbey, well 
known as an able nautical man, but not educated as a civil engineer. 
The lapse of time will alone shew how far these apprehensions are well 
founded, and it is consolatory to know that if the evils anticipated do 
occur to any extent, they are not without remedy. 

May these apprehensions, however, be as ill founded as those I am 
now about to advert to ! The prosperity of our port was conceived at one 
time to be dependent entirely on the country's being involved in war- 
fare, and it did appear, during the last century, as if there was some 
truth in this apprehension ; but whether this was so or not at the time 
referred to, the expeiicnce of 25 years refutes the truth of the position 
at the present time ; and it is a glorious reflection to indulge in, that the 
prosperity of the towns is not dependent on a state so productive of evil 
to others as national warfare. A few details will serve to prove the 
accuracy of this statement. With regard to Plymouth, it will scarcely 
admit of a question ; not only is the population increased since the peace 
of 1816 from 20,000 to 36,000, but the number of dwelling-houses 
of a superior class in the new squares, crescent, and terraces, surpass 
anything that previously existed; places of public worship have in- 
creased, and are increasing, though still inadequately ; charitable insti- 
tutions are considerably, though not sufficiently, augmented ; scientific 
institutions have arisen which were before unknown ; the roads have 
been improved and lighted in a manner not previously practised ; and 
all these indications of general prosperity, and almost all these ameliora- 
tions, have been produced in a time of peace. 

The sister towns must be considered to be more dependent on the 
expenditure of the Government ; and if the increase of population in 
Stoke Damerel and Stonehouse, which has been very great, be not 
admitted as a test of prosperity, inasmuch as the former is now found to 
have receded in population, and the latter to have increased but in a 
trifling degree ; yet it must be remembered that they also have public 
institutions and charitable endowments to appeal to, which must be 
received as an index of increased wealth. And if, as must be admitted, 
the fortunes of individuals are not so rapidly accumulated as during the 
war, yet they are not without many living instances of gentlemen having 
retired from the exercise of their professions and trades; and these 
towns also discover in their public buildings, as well as in their 
domestic architecture, a great increase of taste and durability; and in 
the latter of elegance and comfort. The site of the village of Stoke 
naturally draws to it the opulent inhabitants of Devonport, who enjoy 
in pure air, in extensive sea and land views, and in noiseless seclusion, 
the luxuries which no populous town can afford. 

It has been already stated, that Plymouth can in no respect be deemed 
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a commercial port, so as to approach to a comparison with the greater 
places of trade in the United Kingdom. Among those, however, in the 
West of England, it stands high, as indeed it does amongst all the se- 
condary commercial ports of the kingdom ; so large a population neces- 
sarily requiring a large importation of all the necessary articles of food, 
clothing, and domestic furniture; and, as a depdt for corn, timber, 
coals, wines, and dry fruits, for the supply of the western counties, it has 
greatly increased of late years. Another cause which swells the amount 
of customs dues received at this port is, that the Government pays to 
that branch of the revenue the duties on all timber and other supplies 
required for the dock yard, and other establishments. There is scarcely 
any large foreign trade, though some enterprising merchants import 
sugars from the West Indies, and timber from Canada and the Baltic. 
But the most material impediment to this port carrying on an extensive 
commerce is the deficiency of exports ; Devon ceased to be a manufac- 
turing county to any extent when the use of machinery in the northern 
counties rendered steam products so much cheaper than those produced 
by mere manual labour. There are no iron foundries beyond what 
are necessary for the local supply ; and the natural productions of 
minerals, granite, lime-stone, marble, china-clay, slate, and fish, though 
extremely valuable in themselves, and of aggregate importance, yet are 
not of sufficient magnitude to constitute a balance to the imports. Not- 
withstanding these drawbacks, the duties paid at the custom-house 
during the last official year amounted to 135,930/. 

It has been observed, and apparently with some truth, that one cause 
of a deficiency of capital in the neighbourhood is, that those families 
whose ancestors acquired wealth and independency from the exercise of 
trade, were very soon contented with their acquisitions, and sought 
ease in the retirement of a country life, rather than continue the accu- 
mulation of riches amidst the anxiety and turmoil of commercial specu- 
lation. Such a choice, however commendable in individuals, must have 
the effect of limiting and restraining trade, whose sons in Liverpool and 
Glasgow, sometimes commence with trading on the credit of others, 
and in many instances finally augment the vast capital absorbed in the 
trade of those great emporiums of commerce. 

In manufactures there is still less to boast of than in commerce; 
ship and boat-building, the manufacture of sail-cloth and cordage, have 
always prevailed here, and iron foundries exist in the locality; but of 
late, owing to the enterprise of some individuals, there have arisen a soap 
manufactory, a sugar refinery, a salt refinery, a manufactory of shoe- 
blacking, and another of glass, with an extensive distillery and several 
breweries. 

In closing this sketch of the rise, progress, and present state of our 
port, though the town is not deficient in the production of men whose 
names are known in the paths of science, as Huxham, Dr. Mudge, 
General Mudge ; and of literature, as Musgrave, Bidlake, Howard ; and 
more especially in the* art of painting, in which branch it may boast of 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, a native of this vicinity, who first exercised his 
profession in this town ; of Northcote, Eastlake, Haydon, Prout, Ball, 
Johns, Rogers, and others : yet it is deficient in two requisites essen- 
tially necessary to the production of a state of society, such as our present 
population, wealth, and condition demand, namely, education and places 
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for religious worship. It is not meant to speak with the slightest dis- 
paragement of many of the useful classical, commercial, and other 
seminaries established in the towns, but merely to point out that it would 
be desirable, in its present condition, to have a school of superior pre- 
tensions established, such as have been instituted at Edinburgh, Man- 
chester, Birmingham, and other populous places. There is also a great 
deficiency amongst tbe lower description of schools, where there is not 
only a want of proper, healthy, and commodious apartments, but where 
the instruction given is inadequate to the wants of the classes attending 
them, and where some of the masters a<*e as incompetent to the dis- 
charge of the duties of their office, as others have been found in the 
Statistical Reports from Glasgow, Manchester, and Liverpool. There is 
also a lamentable want of accommodation for the poorer classes in the 
churches of the Establishment : after allowing for the part of the popu- 
lation who dissent from the tenets of the Church of England, for all those 
whom age or infancy renders incapable of attending public worship, 
and for the sick and infirm, still a vast number remain, who have no 
proper places provided for them to attend this important duty. 

It a ppears, then, from the preceding statement, that Plymouth has 
occupied a far longer period than the sister towns in attaining to its 
present magnitude ; for, as we find it existing in the reign of Ed- 
ward III., with a population of 7,000 persons, it has taken five cen- 
turies before it amounted to its present number of 36,500. Stonehouse, 
though in existence as a very small fishing village in that reign, pro- 
bably not containing more than a few families, has likewise only of late 
years so increased, from 3,667 in 1801 to 9,712 in the present year; 
while Devonport, which did not exist until 1690, has started, in a cen- 
tury and a-half, into importance as a parish containing nearly 34,000 
persons. So that Plymouth, Devonport, Stonehouse, Stoke, and Morice 
Town, contain altogether a population of 80,061 persons; and, as such, 
constitute the tenth place in the kingdom of Great Britain, being ex- 
ceeded only by London, Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, 
Halifax, Birmingham, Leeds, Bristol, and Sheffield. 

Having thus traced from their origin, the rise of these large towns, 
and pursued their progress to the attainment of their present increased 
condition in population, wealth, and prosperity, it is gratifying to be 
able to state, that there appear no symptoms of decay in any part of 
their political constitution, The government establishments are far 
more splendid in their external appearance than formerly, and, though 
greatly diminished in the amount of their expenditure, yet are efficient 
for the purposes for which they are now required ; the commerce and 
manufactures of the towns are increasing ; the communication by sea 
with all parts of the United Kingdom, and especially with Ireland, 
is greatly facilitated by means of steam ; their public roads and bridges 
have continued annually to improve, and the communication with Corn- 
wall is rendered, by the invention of a steam-bridge, as safe and as 
certain, as if a navigable river did not intervene between the two 
counties; and though, at the present moment, the communication 
with the metropolis, by the aid of a railroad, is impeded by difficulties 
arising from the nature. of the country, intersected as it is by rivers, 
and abounding in hills and dales, from a deficiency of available capital, 
and a lack of that adventurous spirit which characterises other parts 
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of the empire ; yet we may venture to hope that the presence of the 
British Association will stimulate the population to make every effort 
to maintain the towns in the elevated position they have acquired, and 
the Government to continue to foster and preserve a port, which cannot 
but be deemed intimately connected with the welfare and prosperity of 
the British Nation. 



APPENDIX, 

No. 1. — Government Establishments. 



Her Majesty's Dock Yard .... 

Ordnance Ht>t;iblishtnent : — 

Keyham Point Magazine ■ . . 

Rowii Powder Works. St. Huseaux. 

Royal William Victualling Yard . . 

Total .... 


Men 
Employed. 


Convicts 

Em- 
ployed. 


Horses and 

Vessels 
Employed. 


Annual Expense. 


Period 
of Peace, 
(present. ) 


Period of 

War. 


(») 2.389 

46 
23 
13 
148 

about 210 


486 
24 


44 horses. 
4 vessels 


£. 
■f-120.000 

I 10,000 

10,504 
8.765 
15,000 


£. 
200.000 

35,000 

21,000 
30.000 
80,000 


2,829 


510 


•• 


164,269 


366.000 



* The workmen are paid every Friday, in gold and silver, about j£2,300. 

f For wages ouly; exclusive of timber, iron, and stores, of every description, the cost of 
which must be tery large ; as by a rough calculation, a man-of-war is estimated to cost the country 
£1,000 a year : but this latter expenditure is of course uot local, or at least, in a small degree only. 

The preceding table gives only a very small part of the expenditure 
by Government at this Port, other claimants are as follows: — 

Pensions to Officers, ami their Widows, worn out Seamen 
and Marines; Sea Wages to Sailors, Marines, and their 
Families, of whom about 4,000 attend monthly . . . 

To about 40,000 Wives, &c. of Sailors and Marines, in 
monthly payments 

Seamen in Ships paid at this Port 



£120,000 

45,000 
215,000 



Total. 



380,000 



N. B. — This expenditure is of course on a peace establishment ; in the 
year 1814, when Great Britain had 900 ships in Commission, it 
amounted at this Port alone to £970,000 in one year. 
No. 2. — Table of Population. 





1801 


1811 


1821 


1831 


1841 


Plymouth, Parish of St. An-1 
Plymouth, Parish of Charles . 


8,727 
7,313 


12,339 
8,464 


12,206 
9,335 


18,834 
12,196 


23,564 
12,963 


16,040 

23,747 

3,407 


20,803 

30,083 

5,174 


21,591 

33,578 

6,043 


31,080 

34,883 

9,571 


36,527 

33,822 

9,712 


Stoke Damerel, including) 


Plymouth, Devonport, 


and) 


43,194 


56,060 


61,212 


75,534 


80,061 
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No. 3. — Places of Public Worship. 



Plymouth. 
Church of England: — 

St. Andrew's Parish Church 
St. Andrew's Chapel . . 
Mariners' Church*. . . 
St. Charles' Parish Church 
St. Charles' Chapel . . 



No. of 
Sittings. 

2,500 

1,000 
500 

1,500 
. 1,000 

6,500 



^ i „ No- of 

Other Denominations : — Congreg. 

Ebenezer Chapel, Saltash-st. . 1,024 

Trinity Chapel, York-st. . . £50 
Rehoboth Chapel, BuckwelMane 700 
Friends' Meeting House, Bil- 

bury-st 650 

PhiladelphianChap.,Willow-st. 300 
Bethesda Chapel, Ebrington-st. 300 
Union Bethel Chapel,Castle-st. 400 
Salem Chapel, Salem-st. . . 650 
New Tabernacle, Norley-st. . 900 
Rehoboth Chapel, Park-st. . 350 
Batter-st. Chapel, Batter-st. . 800 
The Great Room, Ebrington-st. 1,000 
Providence Chapel, Raleigh-st. 700 
Baptist Chapel, How-st. . . 700 
A Chapel, Octagon-st. . . 300 
Eldad Chapel, Wyndham-pl. . 1 ,500 
Old Tabernacle, Briton-side . 760 
Bible Christians' Chapel, Pa- 
rade 220 

Lower-st. Chapel, Lower-st. . 400 

Unitarian Chapel, Norley-st. . 500 

Synagogue, Catharine-st. . . 200 



Stonehouse. 
Church of England : — 
St. George's Chapel . 
St. Paul's Chapel . . 



13,144 



No. of 

Sittings. 

. 1,000 

. 950 

1,950 



. . No. of 

Other Denominations : — Sittings, 

Roman Catholic Chapel, St. 

Mary-st. ...... 

Ebenezer Chapel, (Baptists) . 
Corpus Christi Chapel (Calvin.) 
Emma-pl. Chapel (Independ.) 
Wesleyan Chapel, Edgecombe- 

st. 



283 
350 
250 
500 



650 



2,033 



Devonport (Parish of Stoke- Daraerel). 

Church of England : — 
St. John's Chapel . . . .1,300 
St. Aubyn's Chapel . . .1,000 
Dock-yard Chapel . . . .1,000 
Stoke Damerel (Parish Chur.) 800 

4,100 

Other Denominations : — „ . 

r .i -a i. No. Of 

In the Borough. Sittings. 
Princess-st. Chapel, Princess- 
street 1,200 

Baptist Chapel, Morice-sq. . 1 , 000 
Mount Zion Chapel, Ker-st. . 997 
Mount-st. Chapel, Mount-st. . 800 
Methodist Chapel, Morice st. . 932 
Baptist Chapel, Pembroke- 
street 500 

Methodist Chapel, Windmill- 
hill 640 

Unitarian Chapel, Granby- 

street 270 

Calvinist Chapel, South-st. . 240 
Wesleyan Methodist Associa- 
tion, Marlhorough-st. . . 70 
Brianiie Chapel .... 170 
Moravian Chapel, James-st. . 228 
Bethel Chapel, Mutton Cove . 150 
Southcotian Chapel ... 130 
Bethel Chapel, Cornwall-st. . 200 

In Morice Town. 
Methodist Chapel, Gloucester- 
street 950 

Bethel Chapel 200 

Salem Chapel, Navy-row . . 800 
Wesleyan Chapel, Gloucester- 
street 260 



In Stoke Village. 
Providence Chapel . 
Methodist Chapel . 



218 
180 



10,135 



Note. — There are Chapels of the Esta- 
blishment in the Citadel, Plymouth, and 
the Naval Hospital, Stonehouse, for the 
military and navy; and Thomas Gill, 
Esq., M.P. has a chapel, licensed by the 
Bishop, for his workmen on the Hoe. 
There is also a licensed room of the 
Establishment at Cat-down, iu the 
parish of Charles. 



* Trinity Church, now building, will be a substitute for the Mariners' Church, 
and will contain 1 ,080 persons. 
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No. 4. — Classical and Commercial Schools in the Three Towns, in the 

Fear 1838. 



i 




Number of Boys at 














1 Locality. 


Kind of Instruction. 










Day Scholars 


Boarders. 


1. PI) mouth, Parish) 
of St. Andrew . J 


Classical and Mathematical 


61 


7 


68 


2- ,, 




about 50 


20 


70 




Commercial .... 


20 


50 


70 


4. ,, 




70 


. » 


70 


5- „ 




27 


. . 


27 


*>• > > y > 


Ditto 


60 


,. 


60 


7. ,, „ 


Ditto 


35 


»» 


35 


8. Parish of Charles 


Classical and Commercial . 


52 


12 


64 




Commercial .... 


52 


, . 


52 


10. ,, 




40 


, , 


40 


11- ,i 




20 




20 


12. 


Classical and Mathematical 


5 


7 


12 


13. 


Classical and Commercial . 


30 


., 


30 


14. ,, 


Classical and Mathematical 


24 


3 


27 


15- ,, 




75 


. . 


75 


16- 




40 


» , 


40 


17. „ 




60 


.. 


60 


18. 




50 


, . 


50 


19- 




50 


20 


70 


20. ,, 


Commercial and Classical. 
Total . . . 


7 


4 


11 


828 


123 


951 


1. Stonehuuse . 


Classical and Mathematical 


23 


11 


34 


2. ,, ,, 


Commercial .... 


100 


, . 


100 


3- ,, ,, 




50 


. , 


50 


4. ,, >> 




90 


. . 


90 


5. >> .» 


Commercial and Classical. 


19 


5 


24 


6- ,, ,, 


Commercial .... 
Total . . . 


80 


•• 


80 


362 


16 


378 


1. Stoke Damerel 


Classical and Mathematical 


88 


20 


108 


2. ,, , , 




20 


, , 


20 


3. ,, ,, 


Commercial < ■ . . 


90 


, , 


90 


4- ,, ,, 




40 


, . 


40 


5. ,, ,, 




50 


, . 


50 


6. ,, ,, 




27 


, , 


27 


7. ,, ,, 




42 


, , 


42 


8. , , , , 




80 


. 4 


80 


9. , , . » 


Commercial and Classical . 


10 


, , 


10 


10. ,, ,, 


Total . . . 
Total of the Three Towns 


26 


•• 


26 


473 


20 


493 


1,663 


159 


1,822 



The above returns were made towards the close of the year 1838 ; 
since which time many changes have taken place, especially in Plymouth ; 
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several of the schools having passed into other hands, and a Diocesan 
Commercial School having also been established, which seems likely to 
exercise a most beneficial influence on the educational interests of these 
towns. 

No. 5 — Charity and Sunday Schools in the three Towns, in the Year 1841. 






Charity Schools: — 
Plymouth . 



Stonehouse . 



Devonport and Stoke 



Sunday Schools : 
Plymouth . 



Orphan's Aid .... 
Hele's Red Boys . . 
Lanyon's Blue Boys . . 
Grey School .... 
Lady Rogers's School • . 
Household of Faith . . 
Coburg Street, Bell and Lan- 
caster 

National School, Charles . 
Presbyterian .... 
Poor's Portion, Workhouse 
Orphan Asylum . . . 



Total . 



National 
Infant . . . 
Roman Catholic 
Royal Marines . 



Total . . . 

Devonport Public (1809) . 
Ditto . . . (179a) . 
Free, for Sons of Sailors and 

Soldiers 

Central (Evening) . . 
Devonport Workhouse . 
Stoke Schools .... 



Total . . . 
Total of the Three Towns 



St. Andrew's Church 
Ditto Chapel . . 
West Hoo Church 
Coburg-street Chapel 
Charles ditto . . 
Cat Down Church . 
Unitarian ... 
Norley Chapel (Independent) 
Kbenezer ditto (Wesley an) 
Rehoboth ditto(Independent) 
Batter street ditto (Presbyte 

rian) 

How-street ditto (Baptist) 
Bethel ditto . . . . 
Lower-street Wesleyan 
Salem (ditto Association) , 



Boys. Girls. Total. 



Carried forward 



8 

4 

12 

54 



276 
147 

35 



536 



104 
76 

No ret 



180 



170 



136 

20 

45 

100 



471 



1,187 



208 

41 

29 

21 

40 

16 

41 

170 

173 

110 

70 

110 

108 

51 

142 



60 
52 
54 

100 



50 
18 
50 



384 



84 
37 



121 



80 



80 
35 
56 



251 



756 



238 
44 
37 

*92 

*50 
185 
134 
160 

40 

111 
93 

49 
160 



1,330 1,393 



4 

12 

114 

52 

54 

376 

147 
50 
53 
50 



920 



188 
113 



301 



170 
80 

136 

100 

80 

156 



722 



1,943 



446 

85 

66 

21 

132 

16 

91 

355 

307 

270 

110 

221 
201 
100 
302 



2,723 
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Charity and Sunday Schools — continued. 



Sunday Schools : — 
Plymouth . . . 

Slonehouse . . . 
Devonport and Stoke 








Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Brought forward . . 
Cat Down (Wesley an Associat.) 
Parade (Bible Christians) . 
Mill Bay (Baptist) . . . 
Park-street (ditto). . . . 

Total .... 

St. George's Chapel . . . 
Ebenezer Chapel (Baptist) . 
Gunner-place ditto (Indepen-) 

Corpus Christi (Calvinist) . 
Total . . . , 

St. John's Chapel .... 

Prince's and Mount-st. Chapels) 
(Independent) .... J 

Rev. Mr. Sherman's Chapel) 
(Independent) . . . . | 

Wesleyan Schools (including) 
MonceTown) . . . ./ 

Total of the Three Towns . 


1,330 

36 

34 

8 

9 


1,393 
34 
35 
11 

11 
30 


2,723 
70 
69 
19 
20 
30 


1,417 


1,514 


2,931 


78 
33 

29 

78 
159 


138 
36 

31 

45 
125 


216 
69 

CO 

123 

284 


377 


375 


752 


100 


50 
70 
1') 


50 

170 

15 

320 

300 

420 

80 

250 
1,290 






2,895 


•• 


•• 


6,578 


ABSTRACT. 




Number of Scholars. 


Commercial. 


Charity. Sunday. 


Total. 




951 
378 
493 


920 
301 

722 


2,931 I 4,802 

752 1,431 

2,895 | 4,110 




Toti 


il . . . . 


1,822 


1,943 


6,578 


10,343 



